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Information forthcoming concerned the British Library, which 
holds the largest number of non-current electoral registers. The 
registers available over the years, the historical information 
found within, together with the how and why you were eligible 
to vote, changing boundaries, voting for women, and other 
records the registers would complement (e.g. census records) 
formed the core of the webinar.

My Story
by Rod Clayburn

This was a very interesting, witty presentation by Rod concerning 
his preparation for a book brought about by the 100th anniversary 
of the death of his great-grandfather in the First World War.

Adoption and Divorce
by Ian H Waller FSG, chairman of AGRA

You are likely to come across divorce and/or 
adoption in your studies and Ian introduced 
the scope of the records available.

Divorce is the means of ridding yourself of 
your marriage partner. Pre-1857 it was all 
husband-instigated by, amongst others, selling 
your wife or an Act of Parliament. Post-1857 
it was done through the courts. At one time, 

removing the patriarch meant the collapse of the home and 
family. 

Ian gave some interesting facts and figures concerning divorce: 
1923 was the first time women were allowed to petition; pre-
1914 divorces were rare (in the first decade of the 20th century 
there was only one divorce in 450 marriages). The First World 
War led to reforms that put men and women on an equal footing.

The grounds for divorce have changed over the years. In the 
first half of the 20th century it was still regarded with a feeling 
of shame, but as the years went on further grounds were added 
through reforms, and it gained legal and public acceptance.

The custody of children is still granted to the father.

Records can be found in the TNA under J77 and J78, and the 
divorce registry.

Legal adoption did not start until 1 Jan 1927 — and Ian outlined 
where it was possible to obtain facts and figures. If the child 

was in a home, The Mother and Baby Home website and the 
Adopted Children Register may provide answers. However, this 
must be done through intermediary agencies by the adoptee 
or immediate next of kin.

It was interesting to find out about pre-1927 adoption through 
so called “professional” child adopters, baby farms, fosterers, 
child sales, children’s homes, etc. Two of the key ones were the 
Foundlings Hospital (now the Coram Foundation) and Waifs and 
Strays Society (now the Children’s Society). These are a source 
of information through case studies, their own magazines, and 
newspapers. Baptism indexes can be found on FamilySearch.

Writing Up your One-Name Study
by Gill Blanchard, historian, researcher, tutor, author

Gill led us through what we needed to think 
about: chronology, story, how to create an 
interesting family history, challenges and 
anomalies, format and structure, and writing 
in an interesting way.

She outlined the importance of the who, 
what, when, where, why, and how — whether 
for a person, place, or generation.

She set out some key considerations for starting out: the 
importance of planning and organization; making it interesting 
(not just facts and dates); the craft of your writing; goals; 
readers’ knowledge; and style of presentation (fictional, 
factual, etc.).

Gill also went through the common elements of good stories: 
how to explain the missing pieces and anomalies, adding local 
social history, timelines, and advice on using resources. She 
also addressed copyright and plagiarism. In the long run, you 
are bringing your family history to life.

For more detail, read her book or attend her course. [See 
page 30 for special Guild discount offer for Gill’s classes.]

Throughout this session and Janet’s, I recalled my own 
experiences. My background is in teaching design, craft, 
graphics, etc., but I am also a qualified author of learning/
training materials for the computer. All used the processes of 
analysis and synthesis, knowing who your audience is, their 
interests, which team they support, etc. These give you a 
range of points to focus on. My own family history has a rugby 
league star, a popular BBC radio and clubland singer from the 
’50s, four generations of policemen, and six generations of 
miners. I could even focus on the eight families of the same 
name that lived in the same lane (yard).

So, as with all good things, the seminar came to an end. 
Five excellent speakers, slide presentations, and informative 
sessions, gave us plenty to think about and explore. Writing up 
your one-name study was of particular interest to me, having 
not gotten to grips with mine yet.

A few displays were on show: 1939 register, books by Janet 
Few, Writing Your Family History by Gill Blanchard. You could 
even buy your marmalade for your Sunday morning breakfast.

The organisers are to be congratulated for some of the 
best pre-seminar information I have seen — details of the 
programme, directions, public transport, parking, overnight 
accommodation — and to an excellent day. n
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Ian H Waller explains methods of “ridding oneself of your 
marriage partner.”
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